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admitted by the Attorney-General in FOI responses

The Australian Attorney-General confirmed that there was no 
legal basis for authority to remove the authority of the Australian 
people by destruction of the Great Seal of the Commonwealth of 
Australia in 1973 under Gough Whitlam’s hand. 

This is evidenced through the Freedom of Information request by 
Rodney Culleton, answered by Joanna Baker of the Department of 
the Attorney-General in October 5 2021, when Mr. Culleton asked 
“regarding the authority to terminate the Great Seal of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, I request the instrument that 
overrides, suspends or terminates the “indissoluble Federal 
Commonwealth under the Crown of the United Kingdom…”. Ms 
Baker responded “no relevant documents were identified” and “I 
am also satisfied that the documents do not exist within the 
department’s records holdings.” which confesses that there is no 
authority to remove, suspend or substitute the authority of the 
Australian people with government authority.


